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Who are we as Lasallians? What are we about ?

center

Foreword



the spirit of faith  zeal for 
service communion in mission.

Guiding Principles
∆ Introduction

Lasallian Formation, Lasallian Education & Social Development
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Foundational  
Principles of  
Lasallian Formation

Preamble

vision, values, attitudes  practices 
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The Spirit of Faith
4

� discover 
5

� judge and evaluate 6

� search for God’s will 7

� unite 8

� trust 

Zeal for the Integral Salvation of All

Communion in Mission, Mission as Communion

source way of accomplishing mission

a way of relating

goal

ENDNOTES

 All Lasallian educators

Integral salvation and liberation –

Liberation personal liberation

spiritual liberation

social-political liberation

cosmic liberation

 Poor and vulnerable

4 The spirit of faith

5

recognize Jesus beneath the poor rags of 

Foundational Principles of Lasallian Formation Foundational Principles of Lasallian Formation
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the children

I loved you late in life, beauty so ancient 
and so new, I loved you late in life. You were in my inner being and I was outside and I set about 
searching for you in all the beautiful things created by You.’
6

7

8

I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.

Zeal 

Gratuity and generosity 

Creativity and fortitude

Compassion and commitment 

Christifidelis Laici 

Association 

Foundational Principles of Lasallian Formation Foundational Principles of Lasallian Formation
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Principles 
of Lasallian Education 
in the Philippines

4

5

As inheritors of De La Salle’s legacy and collaborators in the 
Lasallian Mission,6 we are convinced that:
�� 7

8

��
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��

��

��

Guided by these principles, we believe that…
∆ Lasallian schools are educational communities where all sectors... 18

��

��

��

��

��

∆ Lasallian learners are unique and gifted individuals who…
��

��

��
��

��

∆ Lasallian educators are service-oriented professionals who...
��

��

��

��

��

∆ Lasallian educational experiences are dynamic processes that…
��

��

��

��

��

ENDNOTES

Principles of Lasallian Education in the Philippines Principles of Lasallian Education in the Philippines
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Rule of the Brothers of the Christian Schools

4

5 Association

different 
degrees and levels of collaboration and association

6 Lasallian Mission 

7 Mission and ministry 
mission

 mission 

Ministry

8 Integral human and Christian development and liberation -

integral human and 
Christian development

Liberation personal liberation

spiritual liberation
social-political liberation

cosmic liberation 

The spirit of faith

Zeal 

Gratuity and generosity 

Principles of Lasallian Education in the Philippines Principles of Lasallian Education in the Philippines
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 Creativity and fortitude

 Compassion and commitment 

Communion in mission

Fraternal spirit

Disciples and citizens, prophets and professionals

 God’s Kingdom

 Vulnerable and marginalized sectors

The Religious Dimension of Education in a Catholic 
School

the entire school viewed as a fraternal 
community organized around Gospel values

 Solidarity

Declaration 

 Attentive to students in their uniqueness

 Appropriate relationships 

The Catholic School

Principles of Lasallian Education in the Philippines Principles of Lasallian Education in the Philippines
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Principles of  
Lasallian Social  
Development

5

BRING FORTH AWARENESS AND A DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SOCIAL REALITIES. 
develop among its members greater rec-

ognition 6

7
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�� first level process of formation-conscien-
tization integral to our educational mission

��

recursive and multi-sensory experience
transcend his/her class 

��Heightened awareness of social realities aids the Lasallian
reading the signs of the times

EFFECT LIBERATING ACTION. 

8

�� context-sensitive

institutional  societal

�� life-affirming

�� mutually empowering

�� capacitating

BE IN SOLIDARITY WITH PROGRESSIVE ELEMENTS OF THE LARGER COMMUNITY TO 
BRING FORTH A SOCIETY THAT IS IN KEEPING WITH GOD’S PLAN. 

 Lasallian institutions 
must work in solidarity with peoples and institutions 

��

Lasallian institutions
have the capacities to effectively work in 

partnership

��

ENDNOTES

Principles of Lasallian Social Development Principles of Lasallian Social Development
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4

5

6

The Bible tells us that God created this beautiful and fruitful world for all his crea-
tures to live in (Gen 1:1-2:4), and that He has given us the task of being stewards of 
His creation (Gen 2:19-20).

The relationship which links God, human beings, and all the community of the 
living is emphasized in the covenant which God made with Noah after the flood. 
(Gen 9:9-12). This covenant recognizes the very close bonds which bind living forms 
together in what are called ecosystems. The implications of this covenant for us today 
are clear. As people of the covenant, we are called to protect endangered ecosystems, 
like our forests, mangroves and coral reefs and to establish just human communities 
in our land. More and more we must recognize that the commitment to work for 
justice and to preserve the integrity of creation are two inseparable dimensions of 
our Christian vocation to work for the coming of the kingdom of God in our times. 
(Catholic Bishops Conference of the Philippines, What is Happening to our Beauti-
ful Land? [A Pastoral Letter on Ecology]. 29 January 1998)

7

The human community is subordinate to the ecological community. The ecological 
imperative is not derivative from human ethics. Human ethics is derivative from 
the ecological imperative. The basic ethical norm is the well-being of the comprehen-
sive community, not the well-being of the human community. The earth is a single 
ethical system, as the universe itself is a single ethical system. (Thomas Berry, “Ethics 
and Ecology” unpublished paper (1994))

8

Principles of Lasallian Social Development Principles of Lasallian Social Development



Lasallian Associations
∆ Introduction
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Whereas,

Whereas,

Whereas,

Let it be resolved 

Let it be further resolved

Let it be further resolved

Lasallian Associations,  
Associates & Other  
Relationships
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Basic Premise

Section I: Individuals
A. Members of the Philippine Lasallian Family

B. Lasallian Partners
[These are Lasallians] who in fact share [the Lasallian Mission] in its multiple edu-
cational, catechetical, apostolic and professional aspects, and make it possible for the 
mission to be accomplished. They collaborate with conviction for the time they are 
[connected with La Salle].

endeavor

C. Lasallian Associates
[These] are Partners who have had a long record of collaborating in the Lasallian 
Mission, and who feel a call to deepen the charism, spirituality and Lasallian 
communion in which they wish to participate. In particular, their lives are already 
marked by a number of distinctively Lasallian characteristics:
��a vocation inspired by the charism of Saint John Baptist de La Salle and his 

values;
��a life of faith which discovers God in everyday life understood in the light of 

Scripture and, for persons of other religions, in the light of their own sacred 
texts;

��a community experience of some form or other suited to the identity of its 
members;

��a mission of some duration which associates persons with the educational ser-
vice of the poor;

��an openness of mind which makes it possible to see beyond the individual and 
his immediate environment.

For some persons who are involved in the mission, sharing tasks and responsi-
bilities is a truly personal response to an interior call which they feel, and which 
motivates them to accept formation, to share, and to listen to Lasallian appeals for 
commitment to the service of young people in difficulty. By mutual agreement, they 
may eventually be associated with a community of Brothers or a District, depending 
on their type of commitment. Perhaps they are already part of a process which will 
lead them, later on, to join an intentional group, if they so desire.

In certain cases, these persons, if they so wish, and at their request, may express a 
desire to be associated in a more formal way with the Institute. It is for the Brother 
Visitor and his Council to recognize these persons as Associates.

Lasallian Associations, Associates & Other Relationships Lasallian Associations, Associates & Other Relationships
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1 

2 

3 

Section II: Groups
A. Lasallian Groups

B. Lasallian Partner Groups
We call groups ‘intentional’ when their members, in response to an interior call, 
come together voluntarily to practice some aspects of Lasallian life, each group choos-
ing a particular type of life and the length of their members’ commitment. For this 
to be considered an intentional Lasallian group, there are three necessary conditions:
��that some aspect of Lasallian practice are clearly visible;
��that there is a clear commitment to young people and the poor;
��that the Visitor and his Council have authenticated it in an official document 

for a prescribed time.

…In the medium term, we think that it is possible that a number of other inten-
tional groups will be founded. In fact, these groups already exist, although they may 
have no juridical structure. They exist because their members have developed links 
and relationships, and have adopted projects, and have done so with explicit refer-
ence to the Lasallian charism which they share. If they so wish, they could envisage 
becoming intentional groups.

Such a request could come from a whole variety of groups. These could include, 
among others: Lasallian teams, teams of educators and teachers, joining forces 
temporarily to respond to specific needs encountered by young people in difficulty, 
Christian Lasallian communities, volunteers, Lasallian Youth, young people doing 
missionary work, former pupils, parents of students…

We should note that in the composition of these groups, one can meet Brothers, 
other Christians, members of other religions, and persons of good will whose point of 
reference, as the 42nd General Chapter indicates, is the “human and spiritual values 
recognized, pursued by and lived by all Lasallians – meditation, service of the 
poor, the family, human rights, the rights of children…” (Circular 435, p. 43)

Members of the Lasallian Family

Lasallian Partners

Associates

∆ Lasallian Individuals

Lasallian Associations, Associates & Other Relationships Lasallian Associations, Associates & Other Relationships
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C. Lasallian Associations
Consequently, we recognize as being associated with the Lasallian Mission all 
intentional groups and all persons who respond to an interior call by an educational 
commitment which has Lasallian characteristics, and which has been authenticated 
by a competent authority.

Together, these persons and groups are associated with the Institute of the Brothers 
of the Christian Schools, in order to respond, in a complementary manner, to the 
demands of the Lasallian Mission. The charism inspiring this mission was given to 
Saint John Baptist de La Salle, and was authenticated by the Church, for the service 
of young people.

1 
2 

Lasallian Groups

Lasallian Partner Groups

Lasallian Associations

∆ Lasallian Groups

Lasallian Associations, Associates & Other Relationships Lasallian Associations, Associates & Other Relationships
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Convocation Ad Hoc 
Committtee Members 
∆ Foundational Principles of Lasallian Formation 

∆ Principles of Lasallian Education in the Philippines

∆ Principles of Lasallian Social Development

∆ Lasallian Associations, Associates and Other Relationships 
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